P'ATEN^ 

Docket No.: 3553-4018 



; $f m THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant(s) 



Serial No. 
Filed 

t 



Jay S. WALKER, Thomas M. SPARICO & Robert S. WISSE 
09/252,574 Group Art Unit 2761 

February 18, 1999 Examiner TBA 



SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ALLOCA TING BUSINESS TO 
ONE OF A PLURALITY OF SELLERS IN A BUYER DRIVEN jQ 
ELECTRONIC COMMERCE SYSTEM ^ ^ 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. g 1.8(a)) 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 ,/ 

Sir: 

I hereby certify that the attached 

. 1 . Preliminary Amendment (in duplicate); 

2. Formal Drawings on Ten (10) sheets; and 
> ; 3. Return Receipt Postcard 

along with any paper(s) referred to as being attached or enclosed and this Certificate of Mailing 
are being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient 
postage as first-class mail in an envelope addressed to the: Commissioner of Patents and 
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SUBMISSION OF FORMAL DRAWINGS RECEIVED 

MAY 2 7 1999 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS 

Washington, D.C. 20231 Gl*Olip 2700 

Sir: 

This Preliminary Amendment is submitted for consideration prior to an 
examination on the merits. The amendment is provided to bring the specification in agreement 
with figure numbering in the formal drawings, which are submitted herewith. No fee is believed 
due for this action. However, if the Commissioner determines that a fee is due, or an extension of 
time required, applicant petitions for the extension of time, and authorizes the Commissioner to 
charge any required fee, or credit any overage, to deposit account 13-4500, Order No. 3553- 
4018. A duplicate of this sheet is included. 

SPECIFICATION 

Please make the following changes to the specification, without introduction of 



new matter. 



On page 4, line 19, please change "FIG. 3 is" t6 --FIGS. 3 A and 3B are- 
On page 5, linfe 5, please change "FIG. 6 is" to -FIGS. 6A and 6B are- 



On page 8, line 13, between "140," and "160", please insert --150,- 
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